RESEARCH ARTICLE

.- | INDIAN JOURNAL OF B -
"~ MULTILINGUAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT :

1
”~ ped =
yr

Caste Oppression and Cultural Resistance in Tamil and Malayalam Dalit
Folk Songs

S. Preetha 2"~

@ Department of Tamil, University College, Palayam, Thiruvananthapuram-695034, Kerala, India
*Corresponding author Email: freedatutty@gmail.com

DOI: https://doi.org/10.54392/ijmrd2632 f
Received: 13-05-2026; Revised: 23-08-2026; Accepted: 30-08-2026; Published: 08-09-2026 L) fe

Abstract: Tamil and Malayalam folk songs constitute significant forms of oral literature that preserve the lived
experiences, labour, suffering, joys, and social struggles of ordinary people. Among these traditions, Dalit folk songs
hold particular significance as expressions of the everyday experiences and collective memories of historically
oppressed communities. These songs extend beyond entertainment and function as powerful cultural expressions of
pain, resistance, the assertion of rights, and the aspiration for social liberation. They give voice to communities whose
experiences and perspectives have often been excluded from dominant literary and historical narratives. This study
examines the voices of resistance articulated in Dalit folk songs from Tamil Nadu and Kerala, focusing on their
representation of social history, cultural memory, identity, and collective struggle. Particular attention is given to
themes such as agricultural labour, wage-based livelihoods, caste-based oppression, poverty, untouchability, and
gender inequality. The study also explores how these songs transform experiences of suffering into expressions of
protest, self-respect, collective consciousness, and the demand for social equality. Through a comparative
examination of Tamil and Malayalam folk traditions, it investigates the ways in which Dalit communities preserve
their historical experiences and transmit their cultural memories across generations through oral performance and
song. The study argues that Dalit folk songs are not merely records of social suffering but also significant forms of
cultural resistance and emancipatory expression. They challenge caste-based hierarchies, question social injustice,
and articulate aspirations for dignity, equality, and social transformation. Thus, Tamil and Malayalam Dalit folk
traditions serve as important repositories of subaltern knowledge and collective identity, demonstrating the role of
oral literature in preserving marginalized histories and advancing the discourse of social justice.
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SLOILD - wemeowimar BHILGUYDL LML 6L&eafled §601§ &HGaM6T H60858 (G608 6T
Q& NfgT -
4 FIODHFHIOD, LLSMVEHNGS SO, H(HEU6UHSLJLD-695034, CaHTeNT, @b

6T EImT

SO  WwOHMID  wemeowimer  BIL(RHLUUML  UTLEL&ET  6T6TLG  LD&SHafleT  eumpeiliied
SIWILQIMBISENETUILD, 2 6MLPLISHLLID, SHIWIPRIGOETLD, WHPFAMWILD, Fepsl CUTTTL L RISEDETU|D
Quieoursll ugle| QFWILD eumCTH @es&Hul allgalr@GLld. GMILUUTS, $601% WweHseaflsr HTL (RLLML
LML 6L&6TT IQIT&H66 SIGTMML UMN&HMS SignILIMIGNO([BH& 2 (heuTeremel. @ULTL V& Gaumib
QUTGHICUTEAMSTET LML 6L&ET 606V, FePEHHHD @ESHSLILULL  W&HSeNsT 6uedl, TSI, 2 flen
o_quiye] WMHMID NBHSHMeVGEHTET J655MG CaualliLBHSID ‘BLN&HS GTLSHET 616015 & ([hHSHSHSHSHM6.

SNBSS CaIaGHeID eum(pd FH60G &FeLpsmisanes BT GUUDL LML L&, Sialjsereo
&CLPS eUTEOMMENMWLD LIGGITUITL (' H6n6tTeSHEneU|LD 6060 (LPMNM N6V (PEMMIITES &L GE 61 (1HSH6TTM6IT.
QuIeLGala 2 mIpLL, &0 UMTDP&HMS, FTHW  HGGUMM, IMIEHID, SEUUILMEmLD, LITeOl6s
Fggaubeiend  Gumstm ULGCIM  eUMPOINIL  &LPEL&ET  QUUTLL&6aN6L  QeuaNiL(B &HesTmenr.
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SCHCeuemenued, FITHems WLEWL udey QeULLMDD, ABHSG THOTT  GIsneVLLD,
SWDHWTeNGEMIL|LD, Feps& MHMSSMH&TeT aNfliLsmTsnealu]d @UUTL60&6T (LP6iTeoNmIsgIHetment.

SO weneowimer BT GUUOL  UTLeO&eM6m  eulfliimsg MWbUG&HeTm  Wweflg — FUPSHMUILD
LUTHSSILL L @ (HOWLTES SigHGeT QUETEMT JHATTEOITE SIHLOSETME. G M  (LPEDHM
STVSLL GO QUGS &ML Q&FmFamlsd FIUUGMS 2 UL TETUTSHET, PHES 6UTSHSHS Sl LD
ST elijlemu Qaleiu®ss @Quieongaljser erdm Heneouiled @Qeurseiler eUTD&MS (DM
MDHEBHSH.QEH&TLORGeMND UHe QeuWbLLL  BILGEUUDL  UTL60&6T S Mend  mmID
uTedlwed  QaTHMSELHS (TSI GPeONSH NS ETMEIT.EUTICLOTLA UM 60&HeM6T  eULHULITSS
shsaner e&ljlenl  udle] QFUWID @b  QUNWPMMWTSOD, QIFTDTSO|D  @QLILITL 60&6N
SIDOWHEH(HSHGTDET, G HHEDESHMET  LeneVWITaT  QOMAUNED  SlqUITenll  CILGTIIGHET  6T6TMILD
SlgWimendd  CUETIIEET 6T ML WTTUIUGSSLLBHTM6T]. g S 6T LDESHET  6T6TLISMSHIT6
aNeT&sLons 9.  SHeuslNgweriie  GOUNGLGCUTE  “CLLgmwsd GWelhe  ChILTmTs
cT6ROT6TNSMBUNED  SEHSLOMTTUTHNTHED  FPHTWSHEHT  euemhsefled o flw  uRG Qup
WY WTHOUTHEMTEEID GOMbHS 66 2 66, GMDHhG SleTe] 2 6L, &l QUDM TP LSS
MNfleNesng igSSHeT &S6T 6TaTLLGH 6" 6T6Im) eNendsd eMSHAMMF (Sivasubramanian, 2016).
QaMAMSaTRIGaNL @eujHeT H@IUMGGL CHT(HD&SET LTI &KL LGEMTHE|D, 2 6mLOLIL]
&I L&ETTHELD BTH6ITM6I. SlgdHGeT LD&&6 &I LU Bl&pesenen BT (BLLMLUILTL 0&6T L6y
QWIS T M 6TT.

B @hHIEF FLHeOL Slg&SHeT &S 6TOILSGNGEF &M, FLOWID, QHTLH, AT & &SHLD,
umedlwed Hemev, QUGBS Hlemew Y HeuMMIEL JCHMILD 626TMIL ELELG SMETTSHEI Hlemev Hafley|Ld
STHH(HEGD &S  6T6 6]  eTafliLQusmPEND  CFIWIOTD. Q6  QIsmpamMenisd C&TaIGL
BT (GULUDLUTL6L&METLD Y U165G 2 L L(HSSH60LD.

Quevarseaflett LGTeoT LIMESIWLIEL &IJ6BOTL 6L

UFLOM (LOWIM6ESTLDN) BT IgMGH CHMTLL G QFmbleonaNungg CFerm &I QL66ue &[FedleL
Qeueflud eufl&e,

“grEHHf Couemevd@ rEFD Uemd CeuCGm

OTET 61607 LMRIG6ITSI6MI

Ce1$815 QaT(HHSTID CFLemL LicTan|eurGy

HletteoTLl ClLI6TITEMET0TS SH650T(HeIL_L_IT6L

STFFLenLLI CUTL(H& smaemuwl 2 enGer el (hé

&60016M6001 [HELELTEF HILOIL 1q &

SRIGTEINLDTENT FHT6T 60&H&HGCen e CUTL(HS ST&senen Ullemmé &

&n(hewiay)| Lhlebemev GLo(hevurem) LH6LEMEL

e e @eLsmevUILDLDT

S6UIL. QI CILOGLELITLD SH6TL &6ToTL. CILIGTITENE0TS en&emwiLl Lig FH(pLULM)” (Sivasubramanian, 2016)

Quur_ed QeueiuGHEID UFOMDHM 2 TUEHDMUI  UFOMMHM) SLEUGTRIGET  LIFl6Y
QeuwweNevsnev. BT GUUDLILTLL&ET Slig. S &&eileil 2 6end & (PmeL&snell Lle| QFuig|eTenreor.

2_GOLPLILILD &IJ6B0TL6V|LD
“GrLGuml Cryn Gumil
U &m&g WmUUmm
GHBHCHMN Ga&CaHMLA
855 858 sTHHCH
PBBTA SeTEHLD ShS)
Qameveun C&HMeL CHMELEIHGCSH
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W e SHEGL SHa
Qameveurm Q&MeL Q&BMLEIHGEH” (Kumaran Vayaleri, 2003)

ETEOTEMILD  LUML_60I6D §60lF CLETISET SHTemeoLIAUT(PAOBHE Lomemev ChHILD  euemy  Golemev
Qaieirmenty. ONEUSTILIS Faed&eTsnr QeugHeT Geusmev CHIWL (WIahHFHID HhKT afh&ErsGS H(HLOU
Quweomoed HaN&GL Hemeveowl QUUTL 6L ufley QFWHME. QUETSET STemeoll QUITLRSBHS! LTV
Crrd euemny Ceousmev QFWIR6TM6. GeId AN &GN QeThHLd WL GG @eu&HeT 2 cmieuns
2 LQaranh GCeoumeuliLi@psnel SIS QST TJH6.

@GHSHSUULL D& S6M6T 2 6T6eMS (& (LPM6L
S1H&TemeLUIleL CHMAMSATHSEHSHGEF CFLVID HsLpemel LHe| QFiubCurs),
“GBILD GeEnsHSHlevevr
QEmISHELEY el Igeve0T
QBUILMIDL Il eugfeveor
&ML &levhd auev mIGHleve0m
U&&T QemM el &g gibleveon (Kavalam Vishwanatha Group, 1989)

sToTm uHNL_ LU Betengl. Qeueurmy FHHler 2 oG  (WPTCU CoumevsE SILISHS UL
@6UT&6T GFlL6 MDD M) SlqenTSS QSTAD SehiseNed(hhs LBaEuE &6mF g (PIgUins
Hemev QriGL udHe| QFWINLL (ReTatgl. 2 eLplil @elalgdser &SEhemL WSTS QBHSTEYID 60MLLD
SIS M6V &6 Weeoresems  QmESDTISH6T.  Qeujsellsst  Henevenwl “Q&HmeOlw BTG
&ymberv&uier  QumHluied GOIUNReusTsrImeL elanddHlest epaflemulll QUMILITEHET “GLOL I 6DLOIIT”
6IMID aNesGS Sy CUTETDITHMET “SgHGHeT &GS 6TeoimID GMILNL6OMD TS MM
(Sivasubramanian, 2016). (Sllq-$&6T LD&ESET 6UTEOMM) (LI.6TEHIN -33) g HGENT LD&HS6N 6TRIMEMNSESLILHLD §601G
D& &6 umLUWLLTS Geenm6IoTemLD Qg mLHleL Q&g 6) (15 &\ 60TM 60TI]. @IDLD & &6
HevalmLsnowimarjgHefler 2 enlpLiL] &L eVI&@& ShaMTEHSLILGLD HeHpeneu BT (B LUMLUILTL 60&6T L6
Q&S ETM6TT.

2 GOLPLIL|LD 6UMI6MLOU|LD
2_MPSHGHILD 2 mLPLILNGHT LIGV6IT HMLSSHMDCD HIETLSHMS sDILIONSE TSN
“SMemIs & @m Geul Geor muIGuT
Gre CamilFsmilGw muuGwim
S HUCHMD UL 1q.6sNGw quiGuim
aIwGeveveurmd Gem HpdCes muuGwim
SEUIGLTEOMD L 1qUullq &G muiGuim
wrw Nig&s BEG WMEhGEp TuIGWIT
S, HeuCGamd UL 1qeNCuwr guaGuim
Canl Geully QeeN&sGs muuGuwim
LPQeIETeD FL€hEepCsH TuIGuIm
QeueienGoeveomd CHNGW FuIGuim
uSGlLemIuD L lguig&Ge muiGuim
g eurmfl eNHGCH muIGWIm
(6 e QBeLsy HHHleLGe FUIGWIT
&), HleuGembd UL iqellGu muiGuim
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&TmeLUNE(GHG memev  ChHIL  euemy  GCeusmey  QFUWIG  Fa(pd (26W16Y)  HETUTEWT(HLD
HevL6567606men. QBT 1960160 2 MKIG MeUHG LNeTTemeT FllgHG H(WPSID Couemev (Pigdgl afp G&eev
Wuwrg Hleneoued SiemwbHsH SLOID BT GLUUOUTL YD GCLom&eL euflasenen Heneurea]L(hd gl emmeut.

QUUIMSMLI1q.60 2 (LPGILD, FJHMD QMMHSID 2 7b QLI (B, WL HohGId, ey Hog CFASHID,
aleng QpeL eengSHHID ML QFIIG HOHGD aNeusFTS FaedlsHem L&,LLIq6Tml gBILaN&HEGLD
Bemev QmIGL Ly QFILbLL (ReTengl. SigdHGer &Hafled QuLUTeNGeT) QFWIu|D QFmLHlevmeanTed
oL wreriu@ssuubHermey. Qeueuflae 2 e QHMHL Qauujd QeuaNeusmuis Foedlerler
Benevemuwill LD MNgHHS STLGEDG @6t euflaearimy HevsHHed 2 mLpSHHeUT 2 6065@ CHELEY| Fal
LDIEHEMDEL GHHM& QLD eT60TM QEHTHSHIONNL (B euUTPHMSUND GleoTLILILIBH M6, HlevLd 2 elTermelyaHer
QUMY 060l Gausmev QFULIG 2 eMPSGILI LIGWILD CUDHM HEp&EGS Fal & GSTULILGD Henew o smeng (B
GumOEIDd BT EUUOL  UTL6L&ET L1.333) 6 @LIg&EAsTaIER QHeEGL Qumpg Gl Nigs gl
LIGTOT6M6UOIILITI]  eU(HEMIT  LIGTITNEUIILIMT  6U(HEUMSHSH ST SEhHS 2 ujHH Cousns BLSSHE
Qewdomes (BT GCUTHMID BT HUUML UTL6L&ET - Li%-74) 6T6oTm) eufl&efled LiFeursEuemeneoy

“SMH eenEhlFeiTe LDFFM6 - HLOSG

MBI SMeylld MGenr O&&LD” (Balakrishnan, 1996)

sT6TemID UL (R&CHTLsmLwimfler  euflgsner @bBTL(GUUDL UTL6d  QeueMiL@GSHHMGI.NBG%
Salled @HHWITEHET LB SieueL HenevemIs &6ioi(h LTSI CIbEh & hiG WD MIS MY

“CluenQiemTem)  CFTeLEOIQCeom - @ GUUADRIEG QweTum] Q&G - Heor  Cl&egurevor
Lfﬂlij:.IJ:ITGg)rr - 9HS JOPS MG QEFMIWR St Ceumib euanh &HSHGCELT - QAFMHEG
Lnrra,l_gy&,@ BheMeNGov WRIGCST SH6voT6u1mHM geﬁ]asﬂ(‘;a) 56016 HMLIg.63MM CILI6TOIS6NT u@rm@eﬂmmrr
Ug,g,& sy PREHLE Qeiud QsTEHeawunGeo uJLr)g,u LEhen& L&AMNGTeLeVMD - HloTU UL (G Lol hGl

IhH WIGHLSTH FHEFLP WHLLTCH - o TG QP&EESMS QHHsS SHudhHeied LOEhs
el eonGom? Gam! afly sgmefl empsevong smefi” (Meyyappan, 2010)

Caullemevd GHM_L & Qamipleomenyseafesr  Hlemev 2 e ID LML GevmesTmlev,

“ShImCOM.... SYHFCHT -6T63T SH6vorG6uar......!

NG EH F sipsmi -sesuGe .5

Slg &M Q&FTLEN Si(Lp..!

gyment Fow N (...

FIPws sl euhGHMLD.....

FashL Henev GLGev

Glq UTDEHMS HTEsI&HSHl6L

&M WemeL&MGeV....

&lq. 1|60, S,6m63T, HRIGLD

galg UMPLAHS...

Qan® auerHGs... HgHenyg Gum” (Sivalingam, 2007)

Caulemevd HMH&aNEL LIRS, QST IgED &Llg, GLPHMSHMETSH HIhS neusg e (),
QaMhG CSTETEUG  SYUOLS  BTL  QUPSSLOMS @(r_r,['r;g,gﬂ gu@d;zl_m&mnag Gg e, @Qofﬂ
66301 (h' & e &G LD, L@@&W&@&@m e)fnlj‘]u_leo'r L6OL_LLI6DT, LOEM6VLI LIMDLSE@HHGSD QGITL g 60 @Q[ﬁmg&,m

uedIGuImest gﬂu_u]& FLOLIRIGET emeTd H&LPHH &S Tme) Qeueurm eGSSUULCLTET GeLsern
QRIGS H6065GITSHL LSl FFILIg6TeT Heneusnnemil Sl (LPlgHmE.

eTHFUILI6T (G T6L

@(HSESUULL &St LTI &IEILLSERSG (WPige SLEW elgns  weoumfled
H&HEHSW  sEUeN QeuelGuii CuTH RGO g em&HEHLD  O1l(hS6MEVUITETTSHET.GMIbev
LDGITEUT&6MMI60 SLD 2 6116 SllqeMD&HEH&HES 61T HICTTHRIGMET YRIHCEUI UTEFTRIGD  6T6LEMEVHG S
Qamei(hy euhGHGl. 1972 - @60 Slgend ANUITUMTLD RAGSILREUSHSTET (PG NATDLISHMS Y mi&Hev
SFMRISD  SNaNGEHH. @Her LISHUOLLTS SLLmeOWI QU6  SLOLJTEILLD SH6oT  THITLIEHLI
QaHeNsHmmeN.
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“USGILM SGTL & SHesTtGm
&6v LedwImGeuoniil

FHho CHIEHEETCH

&ifl g Cprésrts

Cryw GHTES6uILD

61601GM Q&MEFDLNGMEST “

( HeaNrsyny FHST6T - QAHTERCER(H'SS HIL GTLTL (K& L1.19)

SmeushHLID LSO FaMenUIGCEIE0 6TaTDINL S F CFJHS LMLUFSF(PSHTLISMSE CEFIHS
Quettr GaME  eTeoTLIOUT 1977-Q60 UMqU! @UUTL 6L 6THTUNGT GTeOTSH AHDWLHH(BHSHME. BT (HLI
LUMLUTL60&6T &TeLHS6 GTemeoll Lgle QLD QUL &OMES SHSHLPHETME. B JLDLISSTELRIS6 N6
SILRIA0 GuIGL BTLEUUDUUTL 6D udaimse|d, NmaTeomiseaied & Hiufer uSeursealn Heorm
&IT6L & SEUUTEUUTITIUITS 6XN6ITIRIG SH6STM6TT.

Wigaleny

sLip-smeowimer  H60§ BILGUUDL  UTLL&meT UESE(H  ChrsHed amiGeus. Qo
wmhleomsenesr BT (RUUML LEIUTL DL U|D L (HLO6LELTINE, (RSSLLLL D&SHEM6 UL, FeLp&
Benestey, ejULTe] WOMID NBHSHMeVEF HhgHemen HPHweumsnmU|Dd LiHHOSTeTaT 2§ HMmE).
(PSS euneommmled @L D QUDITE U6 W&Seled eUMDSMmSE &euB&HemeT @QUUTL60&6T LTSHISTSHSI
BHm&eTMesT. QeueusnsHUNeL BT (HFLULML LML 60&H606T Q0SS 6 aUNTS WL (KD LTSS, FLPS
QLTI  SYEUTITRIGATSHED, EHSUULL &S  HIILSE GTLSMTEAID  IGHMSI.
QueaTiuRSSUILL L &HSaN6T SlaiLelhiGamell Ldle| Q&g SlaujsHeailea GIs@ Qeosddlil mmib
gewpd Qeuell gOUBSSID (P&AILSGIUGHMEG Qedaumiie] GeuaMUuLGSSHISDGI
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