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Abstract: Literary influence is reflected in the ways themes, characters, and narrative structures from earlier literary
traditions are reinterpreted and transformed in subsequent works. Modern literature frequently emerges through a
process of continuity, reinterpretation, and critical engagement with classical epics and inherited cultural narratives.
In Tamil literary history, the influence of the epic tradition has been particularly significant, with works such as
Silappathikaram and Manimekalai shaping later literary, devotional, and modern creative expressions. Among the
mythological characters inherited from the epic tradition, Ahalya, as portrayed in the Ramayana tradition, occupies
an important position. In the narratives of Valmiki and Kamban, she is represented either as a woman who has
transgressed moral conventions or as a victim of Indra's deception, and is ultimately released from her curse through
Rama's divine intervention. Contemporary Tamil writers, however, have re-examined Ahalya beyond her conventional
representation as a cursed woman transformed into stone. They have increasingly foregrounded her psychological
experiences, emotional conflicts, identity, and position within patriarchal social structures. This study examines the
reinterpretation of Ahalya in contemporary Tamil short stories and poetry through a feminist literary perspective. It
investigates how modern writers reconstruct the character by questioning traditional notions of female morality,
chastity, guilt, victimhood, and patriarchal authority. It also explores how the transformation of this inherited
mythological character reflects changing literary attitudes towards women's experiences and subjectivity. The study
argues that the modern reinterpretations of Ahalya demonstrate how classical narratives can be critically revisited to
articulate alternative perspectives on gender, identity, and social justice. By shifting attention from the conventional
moral judgment of Ahalya to her inner experiences and individual agency, contemporary literature creates new
interpretive possibilities for understanding the character. Thus, the study highlights the continuing influence of epic
mythology on modern Tamil literature and demonstrates the role of feminist reinterpretation in challenging inherited
representations of women and reconstructing female identity.
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Sluemeuulett SLLTL 60160 QLI6soT HlemevLl LIZ6 S 6T
GCam. semeveumenoil = -
! gIODS GO, LISLT 6.0 Hemev SiMailicd 60l (Hetteurml &), CHMULDLISSI-641048,
(LPETEIEDY

usmLpwl Qeu&EILIMIGETNE &([hSSHISHET, LTHSTHISGET 60V6VG QllgalRIGeT LS @QevsHHUIhSHarTled
LMMIUCL. elgeuddled QeuaMuu@GaiCsy @Qeusdilg HTéEsLD eaiumDd. (WPHemGW  STULTNWIRISeeor
QETLIFSWmsa|D MmONa&ESLISaD L6 Helsr QeusHUImGT 2 (HeuTHTmer. Leg 2 ereiled
LOHOID  STOSSET  igliLemLulled UTHSHTRIGET LMISHSD QFIWNLEGEHTDeT. SO QevsHEHul
arermHMEL &MU &MV SMSHSHD (Impact of the Epic Era) 6T60TLIG| LOI& Splpomenidl.  FleoLLSSMLD,
6NGLO&emeL GUMEHTM QLB RISTUINLIRIGET MMV Q&SI allgaURIGET, LSS Qev&HEUImIGET LMHMILD
LHMID HeSs 6T(PSSISSaNL QUGB HTEEHMS JHUGSSH W Tesr. euTeLLSSH WHDID SLOUT STLSSILI
LemLLL&HeMed 21560608 Haim QFISUaTECIT 6L6vg QHSTeis &Lp&FHNGHG uedlimsmedemTa:Geour
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a5gisaslul B, @umoefler urgd UL(B &FTu aNCLIFEID CQUMICNSTES STLLLLLL G| 606D,
85510 QEEHHUWIQITH ST  HOMEHDIUI (5 GeumID  HELELMHL  LTTEHSHMOE, Sl6UeNF  LD6OT
2 WITEUBEHSHEG (WSHWSGIOUD HhG LISV LDL LS 2 (HeUTSSeTene). 6hg @ LW 1(pSHSHID
ol HeaNHsH CaTamHme. G &6sHE (WhHamsw! UMIDURwSHT QST F&EHLTSECe
SLEAMG.  STUTNWS smeod QFTLEH Qetm eusny HLUOD @QeusHH 2 0HL LV &GS EHLD
UTHHTRIGEHLD QSTLHS STHESHMG JOURSHSH 6U([HECTME. HQUDMIET SLDLIFTLOMLITISSH6T 3185601608
uTGSID s (WEHHWILLMEIFH. €@ UmpW &STUNWS QFMeTob, BHejkm &Twd Smismsseileb
s Hafeulld  eTelleumm|  OMIGUTHLIL  (Reinterpretation) QFUIWINLGEMG  6T60TLEDS Q&S (Hemiy
TS,

wryeifl QumorwansHed 185606ms (eumevLid & sLuUl )
Fmu(pLd G T &6 (LD

AQh&reT QEHMHLD  (PeileuledT 2 (HeuSHL QUHF NGNS  GJLMHNIUISTE, Q&HETSHLOIT
SIQUMETSH H6VEVME LMWL FNGSTY.  QOTDETN6T HML UL L L 65T H6ue LEGNEHD GG 6Mig.eulDd
QummmeT.

SLOUIFl6T LIMJemeu

SLOUJ H6oIG HLDU QOMOTUIISHD S0l “CHEbHeoImed NemLp @eLTHEUET (LDEITSHTEL
ghdd HaumId Henesamgelen) eerm eN&auTNGHIT cpeold BHETHIMHLD AaNSGH QU SHMHenLL
uUTGSTUILTT. Q&&MLS SO TPSSHTNTHET SAHIMSUTET  SHMGHEMW  MIOWIOTS  MEUSGHIL  LI6v
LGIEOLOWITET SMISENSSHENETULD, SHNNGHSHENETUILD LIeDL & GI6Tersu).

yglemwuiggefler ‘Fmu allGLmEearn (Himsams)

Q&aM0 Qe&HEWSSHD S1560m& UHMIWL INGFHADHS LMIUTAILTS LGIenLINGSHesNeor "Fmu
aNCorgeard” AMGmg &HSLLGEHME).

o @&le0, @rmentmed &MU MCLMFEID QUMM S&HE06NS, LN6tTearmanled Fomg E&5G6MNGHS (iSEefL
MyGeusid) Qaiglenwtsd CaemeNlLGHMITeT.

o GeoT HMHemU MehLNES e QU uNed G&H&ES Geuani(Hd 6T60TM YL 6U EOLDWIF &GS Sl6oT
@nmesiletn) HHeOWS &1 HHNMS CHTLLDEDL EMMeT.

"elgIseT eumpd Qhe 2 606D QeEID WIMaNELMm, QRIGL QUETSEESS BHuNeLemeL"
CT60TLENG 2 6uTh&l, euenT&EGel Wan(Bd &eveons IMeN(Beurer. @& Cuesmamg &Sibhsenestueor
2 §&0M&S &HSHLILGE MG

315601608 &Hmguilev 2 emailwev GHITsH G

LyUTET  &He0g&Haned  QhdHgsr  Qsengn  (pevileuflar  CaulGHeL abHG — UHEOMSHEMUI
gUMHOISTES FamULBLD. eoTed LGOS ST, SHe0ens QbSHTesilen SPHL FISHSUILLH, S6oT
916 aNBUUSHIL CarCl iaumIL 60T QenemihBHTe eT601) HSHTEAWLL HLD 2 emeliied 2 6HuTenLDEmLL
(LD 6TTEmEUSHMITI].

“QiSamienLUl &MD QNSTITT CHLUSSHD UEhSES @G LS @eud, yHuw Ssgield
OohEGHl.. 26086 BLHEG SIUMTHULL SiHG aNbTg WaTHHHHE EUST H6sTen6uT LOMHSTEN.”

@geo1 cLpeld, GlUeTIIENesT 2 L 60 WMHMID UTEOWL &FMIHS SFUWaNBLUSMS @QevsHHsSled
QeueNuusnLwimsl GUAW gUDUSTeLL LML LUTS @ MMM (Puthumaipithan, 2018).

gy fGmgarD' - FTUSS6T QHTL &S

gresiledt &ML HIH UL(H S1%H6e06ns HeLEVIOI(HHE ClL6EmITS WIMIHE QHTLRIGD ‘&I
ANCLrgay &ms, Fepsddler GCuTed U&EEHMm S Coeall CoHLEMG. seLeoml AQBHSCUTS
@eveors Ceugemert, Cluetoewoml  OTOW  L60T  SUEFHEGS HMLSHME).“UEHEDL I 2 6T HleL
aNCrgearGy  Qeveors QUIHEEFTULD GlgQ&T6g (BhEHH. G ‘BID eNUFFTH 61601M  6T6vT6o0IGLD.”
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SIHOIMEENIL 2 LGHLD LUMISHGWL UMJemeUU|D, Sleueng QeMhHHs GMHMm 2 mFSIGLD  NUEHSHE
2_GUUIEMLOLIMTGST FMLLDMS LOTMIEMS| 6TeTLMSL LSOOG S60T &L 1q.6STL(HHMMY (Puthumaipithan, 2018).

gmoefledr LTSS L LmLLULLD FS IO &er(LpLD

SOFHUNCHT 2 FFEHSHLLLOTS, [MD6T FemgHenwls FhCHHEHS SHEGM&EHE Qg QFULIHmILIG
QaHeMgLO] QUHUITE UH0NS ANHDTET. 2 LM&ES HTEHEGLD SLeaeHs &HSLULGLD [JroGer &6or
enerralluiest sMHemLF FHCHHILMTCTENL, QbhS U6 UFESESHLLD QLIS ELSEG HUMLD SHenL &5M)
6T60TLIEN S I&HE0I60& 2 WI(HLD &(HEWILD ).

“ooMd, &g L&GHHHTET ¢T61m NDINETTET UHEO6NS. ‘LOST 2 GGlDInternal..” 660N
SIDINGST] Q&enGLOf. F&EF, CUTRISST BRIGET 6TLOMBLD 2 SFHLOFHENTHT6T HHSL CILIGTIT6METIILIT
8565568 QgmeTenTe SihH JIO6T? SiHSHL LTONWIT 676 Hsnevuiled HeLemev [HdEleurmedr?” (Puthumaipithan,
2018).

@ H6LEVTHEL: UM aeviiiler @Gmui®k

SpTHES NH&EpEHGS SLBUULG eumpeusng all, Wan(hd &HeLeors MMIeUGCH GLoeums g
61601 (PIG-61&HG &H060S U(IHEMITT.“CGHeNGLO H(HLOIL LUTTHST]. AHRICSH &HE0nSH QeLEm6V; &G
Q>GHsg! Wb, JAUEHSHSG QHhs NG 2 0865mG alLé &SeLeoMUNBLUUGCSH &MU aNGLTF6ILDTSS
Gameorluig).” (Puthumaipithan, 2018).

LSOOG SevileT QS T6oTLd LOMIGUTHLIL 6T60TLS QUMD &mG LOMMHMLID S6LEV; G| LIUTTHS
eNpiwkiseie WBgrem Selgwmer eljgead. ee0ms WGuEL HeLeOTeUG 6T6aTLG  i6UeTF)
Gamevallicbev, LOMOTS, SheusefleT @Il &S aNSHSmenud, LETITsTNG LSS 601 &M W{LD
§5 G156 QsMenen MGG Sl PHEFHDHS ‘LUMSSHEUILIL DOMID p6oToll CUTITLL LD QY GLD.

&-U. grnGasmumevefler ‘2i&60lens’ :

G.LLIT §601% &HmFHUNL &He0mSUN6T D61l CUTPTLL S0 L% HIL LTS eNleflé S LIy

guroii Qidrer g SAUEHsHS Q@EHS ML, Seweusier (WL GSSeome GsmuD, mmID
Slaueng| Hefend PAWQUDHEOD 2 emeNIcd FEHIITS TG (I LILIT.

(peofleufledt euM6BITL. euUMPEYLD 31560l6m&UTl6dr 6fLOMMHM(LOLD

Qg (el ol eumpéHemns WMHMID W6iTlssH CHLeNCCW epLPAUNIBLILI]T. QeTemLduLd
PG HDHE SGNensuile 2 L edlied WMMID eTallulsd CHemeusemer e LFheiCsmees
sMIEOT]. GUuiT  @&smauiled Cseaswfler Qbhs euML(hE HHms LG HILLOTHE
&L 14 65T (&M

‘U] SMLIqIg o46tTls el WL EGSTET; HUEESESS CHmAUIULL 2 L 60T &5&HUCUT,
2 UL HTHCOT SHHSH HEUFFTENELUNED HEUEESHGSH HenL &&HaN6L6M6V.” (Puthumaipithan, 2018)

AHATefeT euGmSULD 18 6T(P&FSWLD

ry aufls samgseailed @bdHyeot Q&:mg,mnj]s‘o‘r &@mg@m QUbHS qmrrg)gs)_lg,rr&,& Q&rreusuuu@m
SQLETMEL (&.LLOT.6IT H&60I60S, UHS(HLILIG H6TT SHEUII6U6T H6V6V, Coumm, 36001 (QHHTET) 6TETLIENS
@b SHONHHL 2 @IIHMTET. cTeaflgnId, Bl BT SeMTE LOMISSILLL. &60T LITOIIEL 2 6uuTje&eTeot
2 HGIHELMEL, UG G HS MDD THTEHSHSH HIWNUITLOE FIewTenL &M

“CUBEHLILG (pesileu] Si6bev 6TeoTm QHNHE HEGHSHD UEHET LD 6TLPENCLEMEV; LDTMITS,
B BIL&eMTs eumen(h HLhG UTMeaITSHSL QLIS LDMPUITS 6@ LJOIFID Hene0GLOTHIIS)”
(Puthumaipithan, 2018)

gmug e miailerssLn

Qaengld  (pesfleuy  Sleuemend  &eLeLME  WLMMILTM  FTUDGHDTY.  EoITeL G LLYm.el6or
umjeneuuNev, Q&eMHLT SHUEFSGEF FMUD QST(HESANELEM6D; DMMITS, 60T LDENESTEIUIN6EHT 2 650T60ILOLITEST
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CoHemaleml 2 mIIMneL Sielenard Gesllenouiled eumL el L. FHeTaienl Ul Heuenm enm&sGeal (Wesflal
CoaMUSMS SYUWISHLOTEGSHD]. SUHE0NG HELEVTEUG| 6T6ITLH FTUSHEIMEL 6L6V; FeLp&HGHHetT GUTEO
R(P5s NHBE@EGL LWhG Sielengl 2 aufelsen LISFHLICLTOImECW g GMEHDEI.

g eofledT euU(hHeM& WD IGLOTE 60T(LHLD

LglenLING SeslletT S1&e0l6ms [mnesilesr GLO6L CHTULLIRSDITET. QY61MeL, &.LLOM.I60T 560605
JILD6sNI6T SMUIEMLOUITES SI6HTLN6DT CLPGULD 2 6BaT6mLOWIMENT NCLOMTFETHMSL QUMISMITET. JTLD6IT SHEUHENE
GOOeUTeNLTGL  LUMJHSTOE, LoeNg 2 6unjeyseafel Leaionsl UM e HU@p&GL  LGHeuTLpey
SIS HMIT6T.

“JMLD6oTl6T LMGMIG6T LLL GUTE, Sleueng 2 L eded(hhg &L HetTend LOL (HLO6TM, eS|
LETHEL GBI BHS GOMD 2 wjeld Brd, oeueT WEIHL @ LYW  CILICTI6uTS
2 uNFQUMMIMTE.” (Puthumaipithan, 2018)

LUSIOWUINES6TT CSTEITDMISHENETE Felpd, TS OHMID YewmHesse einjsear ChmédHed
SEHUWICUTHI, &. U. JrRCHTUTRT eng 2 emalluled WwoHMID WellsGhul ChTHE SIEnI& L] 6TenTI).
SEOMEMIL (F UTNLITEE 515 &FensEHHNG WHHUND, SieusneTd HONUILD Y enFSHEHLD
QameoiL. @ &ym&fl weigl  Quenents  HemeoBmGHLICH G.uiT.elstt QbhsH CHMEID
meUTSUNeT Qeummin@d (Rajagopalan, 2016).

mefar sallmgsaflev 91860ms

@&smeoll Quets &aNEISHEHD, Haler SaNETHEIL NHNMSME FNsS QA&T(HMSEN S
2 eMeMm&SLUILHLD Quetorentnest GmMILL e LwedTLI(H S 81601 meT().

o HELELTHEL 6T6ITLG| CD6TEID: Halsr SeNengHeiled, SHE0NS &H6L6VME MNILIG FTLILDEVE; i
SLal] 2 0AMG HITE Sleem &Mllgul "Goererl GUTITLL D" SI6060G| ‘eTHIILIL eT6Tm)
QTS SLILGEHME).

o @M&HULLL QueTenld: @eTmIoUm) FCPSHSSHL LITEOUID GUGT(PEMMEE PTG ClLIGTISH6T,
FUWIMUIL ULHEFQEFTOLNISES SiEhd, eumpd CUTGE 'LNEWILDTE' S6LEVG] 'HEVELTS' CUTLDEUMS
3156016m&CWIT(H 6LILNG &H6STM6TI).

'H6VEVLITHEV' - &EVUTLGMETILIT? LM & & 6voflLiLim?

LIYSSMGUND Q&G  (Lp6efleufledl  FTUSSHTEL USHE06NS  SHEVCVITEITEN. Y 6UM6L  HETesr
&l Iaen, CuTedl &AL gLMOMUAL Hewhs QB WOTHES 2 055560 QLTS
Qmpelms e, 2 aIjFfumm &eend @QUUUCH CLoeL 61601 SHE0NS H6oT &GN (HLILSSHTEL
HELEVTEUGHTEHS SITL (h&HlESTM6UTI].

&elEh] BIT. SMOITFET Heorg SN UND &H0m&HUNHT QhS HSHHUTTHFL LIMESHENLIEDLI
D& SIP&TeEL L6 Q&S]

“weflg Geul DL OGS HISET eum(LpLD
Qhg 2 0&HHeL QLTI aIMDalmS il
Quoenears Hemeowmil @pLUILGCSH

6T60T5GS HemL GG LMCL@HLD aNGLOTF6ILD!. (Kamarasan,1986)

QUL @sHs ealdsefldn g FTLeL:

Qi S\yesiledt eUEHFHSSHTL QEMPSHLILLL HUMIGHE I&He0M&HEMIL L (KD S6Tlg & €16 Lorflest
Q6001 6O CUTEHenS melsor Cuein &eNEh&eT HhHanwng:d Frh&Hsimen). &alleh) Lomeud enwngif,
QuetsTEENedT 2 L 60 LOMMID SMENL 6T&H6T STOMENGGD AHSHMIS SLLMDLMLS Hig &HeNns
CLOGVLD 2 6ML SHMITI].

“9 651 FMUGS6TTEL [HIT6TT H6LEVMEHEELEN6Y;

2 60T eumMeBtiL. GUTeNd &6us &6t
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FFJLOMM SHESTENLOEMILIS 8 6001(H SIT6T

6T60T 2_6UUTIT6UG6T LOPHGIL Gumuileor”

gmwesiledt LUTHLD FMSHG Cuevoressfll el & erd

@umwesflett &ML HIH LLG S1&060s FTU MGLFEID QUOHMTET 616N Y TLESHS FilenLd
AUTEHSMmS Bhaler SalmgsHeT gmudlevsncy. &t Q&FMHS Lemerelwimer o uiet SmHenLGW
§HCHEUILL(HS £5&M68s Qameien TN LTSHMISET, HEOMSESHG 6TLILG NCLOTFETD SF (LPLgU|LD
61601 HJ&& If wimesr CaenaNenwid HeNEh&e 61(pLILEIETM6DT).

“Fngms 5565565 Cgmeire

SICH LITGMIGET HIT6oT

6T6o1 LEGID LI L 6wT...

Betor(Hd QusTITETITTEUSED 6TENSHE 2L 6ITLIMIGED6MEL!”

(CAL LU

@6iTm|  FEMOIIEMDMEG6NTEHLD, Fepsll CUTGHLalaNgeieid c@R&HSUULEH, ShsHeiear QFTHS
SYENESHDENILD 2 cunfeysemanud QeueNiuGds (PIQWIMDEL eum(pd epeuQeum(@® Frmafll CLHuEmILD
@HEUMSBUTNC 2 UNHETOT U&HNNEHHECET 6T6TLMS Halts Selengsen LLLD Ng§H§s &SI (h&HeTmer.
Bafsr HLONSG sallmssaied &e0ms eeTUaleT FTUD QuOMIL URSTULTS Bl6Tm Uampuwl QH&TEL
QU6TIT  9I6LEL. LOMOTS, JAUTELHCHETM &H61HSH SFUWIDHILTENGEMUIUILD, S WTHESHS &L L 6mLDLIsnL
2 ML EGLD YMHmemeLw|d Q&menL meisor Qustatetiedt GOUIE < 6UT6T. QGHTEITLOMRISEm6T HLILIGGU HE6D
(B&SMDE, FLOSMeLL QuetsreNIl CUITTLLRISEE&HG HWHLLTS mmHuGCH Bmelsr sHallanssenest
SEFEDHG CleunMILIMEGLD.
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